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Awards Committee Chair

Jennifer Burbidge
Lacey Parks, Culture &
Recreation
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thank you to our awards committee

Jennifer Burbidge
Lacey Parks, Culture 
& Recreation

Ashley Gain
Auburn Parks, Arts 
& Recreation

Craig Lamas-Cole
City of Oak Harbor

corey crowhart
City of ridgefield parks

Olivia Salazar de Breaux
Olympia Parks, Arts 
& Recreation

Kendall May
Spokane Valley Parks 
& Recreation
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Joel Berman, CPSI, MBA
Outdoor Recreation
Solutions - Puget Sound Area
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Joel Berman, CPSI, MBA
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Mickey Corso

Jennifer Papich
LCity of Spokane

Dave Johnson
LCity of Maple Valley
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mickey corso leadership grant

Donate to Make a Difference 

Consider giving a small amount to
contribute towards future Mickey Corso

winners! 

wrpatoday.org/mc_grant_donation
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mickey corso leadership grant

Jose Rodriguez
City of Mount Vernon Parks
Department

Funds will be used to attend NRPA
Supervisor Management School
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mickey corso leadership grant

Andrew Fuzak
City of Spokane Parks and
Recreation
Funds will be used to attend the
National Outdoor Leadership School:
Risk Management for Administrators
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tonights emcees

brad case
city of ellensburg

scott river
city of olympia
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levy legislative award

Mary Dodsworth
Parks, Recreation and
Community Services Director
City of Lakewood
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lasting legacy award

The Lasting Legacy Award honors recently retired
professionals for outstanding service in the field of parks and
recreation. This award is not competitive in nature, anyone
who is nominated and meets the eligibility requirements will
receive this award.
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Alice Busch
CIty of Spokane Parks &
Recreation
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Pam Fehrman
City of Bellevue
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Jennifer Ogden
City of Spokane Parks
& Recreation
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Mary Dodsworth
City of Lakewood
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Michael Shiosaki
Bellevue Parks & Community
Services
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Monica Tubberville
Vancouver Parks, Recreation
& Cultural Services
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Ted Mittelstaedt
Bellevue Parks & Community
Services
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ron C. Davis II Unsung hero award

The Ron C. Davis II Award recognizes an individual for their
unwavering commitment, leadership, passion, and
contributions to the profession. This award is meant for those
individuals who work tirelessly to make a difference in
people’s lives, without being in the spotlight, without
significant acknowledgment, but with steadfast grace and
passion. This award is for an Unsung Hero.
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Kris Kelly
Tukwila Parks &
Recreation

ron C. Davis II Unsung hero award
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emerging professional award

The Emerging Professional Award recognizes up-and-coming
future leaders in the field of parks and recreation. Nominees
must possess the qualities and talents that will result in their
assuming influential roles within their agency and/or WRPA in
the future.
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Emerging Professionals Award

Sierra Kross
Bainbridge Island Metro Park
& Recreation District
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citation of merit award

The Citation of Merit Award recognizes individuals and
organizations for their significant contributions to the field of
parks and recreation.
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Citation of Merrit Award

Julie Piper
City of Richland
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Patti Crane
Washington Cities
Insurance Authority
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spotlight award
Program Excellence

Program Excellence Awards honor achievements in the
delivery of parks and recreation programs and services. There
are three categories:

•Equity, Health & Wellness
•Innovative Programming
•Other Programs, Initiatives / Special Events
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program excellence: equity 
health & wellness 
Population under 100,000
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Population Over 100,000
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program excellence: 
innovative programming 
Population under 100,000



Kirkland
International
Night Market
Kirkland Parks &
Community
Services
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program excellence: 
innovative programming 
Population over 100,000
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program excellence: other 
programs, events, or 
special events
Population under 100,000



Superhero Social
City of Covington
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programs, events, or 
special events
Population over 100,000
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spotlight award
facilities, parks & trails

Facilities & Parks Awards recognize the highest standards in
the design, development, and renovation of park and
recreation areas:

•Indoor Space: Facilities (defined as having a roof and walls)
that have a recreational use component
•Outdoor Space: Outdoor areas that have recreational use
component
•Trail: Recreational trail or path
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facility (indoor space)
Population under 100,000



#WRPA2026

Peninsula Metropolitan
Parks District
Recreation Center
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parks (outdoor space)
Population under 100,000
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Trails
Population Under 100,000



Olympia Parks, Arts,
and Recreation
Department
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Trails
Population Over 100,000
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Bellevue Parks &
Community Services
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champions of change
The Champions for Change Award is presented to an agency with
unique, innovative, and exemplary practices of and or all of the
following:

Increasing access
Fostering diversity and inclusion
Addressing environmental impact
Overall enhancement of social equity within their 
Community or organization



City of Carnation
Tolt Triangle 
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President’s award

Darlene Sellers
King County Parks & Recreation
Division



IMPACT & 
INFLUENCE

#WRPA2026

As the highest recognition bestowed by WRPA
to an individual, the Impact and Influence
Award recognizes an individual’s dedication
and achievement in the field of parks and
recreation.
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IMpact & Influence award

Jennifer Wills
City of Longview
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IMpact & Influence award

Jennifer Wills
City of Longview



2027 Conference &
Tradeshow
Spokane, WA 
May 11-14, 2027



Sponsored By:

Whiskey, Boots 
& Big Ideas

7:00 - 9:00 PM Tonight
 at Steel Creek



thank you for
attending 

#WRPA2026
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